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ete lo ty Cites: 


To the City Council of the City of New Bedford : 

GENTLEMEN,—The Trustees of the Free Public Library 
respectfully submit their Twenty-seventh Annual Report :— 

That the library has not only lost none of its hold upon 
the public mind, but is growing in popular favor, is making 
a deeper, stronger and a more lasting impression upon our 
people, is clearly indicated by the following statistics of its 
operations for the year 1878 : 


Whole number of books taken during the year, 72,894 
Daily average of volumes delivered, 237 
Total number of cards issued, is 16,649 
Increase over last year, 777 
Volumes added during the year, exclusive of periodicals, 
By purchase, 1,237 
By gifts, 186 vols., 355 pamphlets. 
Total number of books in the library, 38,000 
Number of newspapers on the stand, 14 
Number of periodicals on the tables, 104 


We have not the data on which to base an exact classifica- 
tion of the books taken from the library during the year, 
but the librarian makes the following estimate : 


Theology and Philosophy,...-ss..se+ee cece eeees aera kaa 2 per cent. 
Law, Politics, etc.,...... bee ie Ae SLAPS RENE EL ew gee 2 ‘“ 
Science and Useful Arts,...c.cssccscccvccserecs Lie ep eid ick 6 
PATBUOTY sy crc e ccc ssc cscasccsrseveeernscerseesececece 2.5 us 
MGV iy nda occ bac vena nteetwaawcsy tee seesin snaes 5.5 . 
Voyages and Travels,......... Pigeintad tiles Cae Mowe ce eee 4 6s 
Prose Fiction, -.-+..sseese- tthe LIANE the ha ee She SEN COLD BS 46 
Poetry, Drama and Literary Miscellanies........... ary Ay 66 


Bin Arts, ..csccccsrscsssssrsreccccesoeses oeceowesee dedea 0.5 66 
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We repeat in substance, and with increasing earnestness, 
what has been said in the last four annual reports of the 
Trustees, in regard to the absolute necessity for more room 
and better accommodations for the library. The library 
building is not, as some may suppose, simply a store house, 
with a given number of cubic feet of shelf-room and capable 
of accommodating an equal number of cubic feet of books. 
The library in order to be useful, to accomplish all the good 
of which it is capable, must have the books it contains care- 
fully arranged and properly classified. 

System is as essential in the management of a library as 
it is in any department of the city government, or in any in- 
stitution, business or employment, individual or corporate. 

Hach class of books should have not only room enough 
upon the shelves for present accommodation, but also for 
future increase. 

A wise city government forecasts the future and prepares 
for it. It should do so in regard to the library. 

The time has arrived, in our opinion, when the library, 
for present and future use requires the whole of the library 
building, and we respectfully but earnestly ask, that the 
offices located upon the first floor of the library building 
be removed at as early a date as is convenient, and the 
whole building be devoted to the lebrary. 


What shall be done with the offices? We would respectful- 
ly suggest, that without a large expense, a building for their 
accommodation could be erected on the vacant lot owned 
by the city east of the library building. We shall be 
pleased to have you give this subject early attention, and we 
are satisfied that a close and thorough investigation will 
confirm the views and opinions we have expressed. 

You will permit us to again call your attention to the fact 
that the City Treasurer has not yet credited the library ac- 
count with ‘the interest upon its proportion of the Sylvia 
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Ann Howland fund from the date it was received by the 
City Treasurer to the date of the city ordinance regulating 
the bequest.” 

The interest amounts to about twenty-five hundred 
and fifty dollars. The ‘Trustees believe this interest, 
by every principle of law, equity and justice belongs to the 
library and should at once be credited to its account. 

The City Solicitor in a written opinion dated Dec. 19, 
1876, confirms the views, in this regard, held by the Trus- 
tees. ; 

If this debt or interest had been due to a bank, or an in- 
dividual, it would have been promptly paid. Why should it 
not have been as promptly paid when due to the library 
funds? The obligation is the same. We can assign no rea- 
son for the delay but inadvertancy. 

The late Oliver Crocker, keenly alive to the wants and 
necessities of the people, watchful of their interest and ever 
ready to aid and assist them by any method or manner 
tending to promote their comfort and happiness, and highly 
appreciating the influence for good, which intellectual culture 
exerts upon the habits and character of the people, with wise 
generosity gave the sum of one thousand dollars to the 
Free Public Library. With great pleasure the Trustees re- 
ceived this thoughtful and liberal bequest, and with grateful 
hearts have acknowledged its receipt. 

In the appendix will be found a detailed statement of our 
‘receipts and expenditures during the past year, a full state- 
ment of the present condition of*the several trust funds, 
and a list of donations received, with the names of the do- 
nors. | 

In behalf of the Board of Trustees, 
GEORGE B. RicHMonn, 
President. 


APPHNDIX. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT CONCERNING THE FREE 
PUBLIC LIBRARY FOR 1878. 


STATEMENT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


1878. 
Jan. 1st. Cash on hand, $117.77 
Receipts from books lost and sales of catalogues and ~ 
bulletins, 6.80 
Fines, : 242.76 
$367.33 
Paid for Books, $92.25 
Expressage, 30.435 
Stationery, 29.80 
Incidentals, > 26.14 
P. O. box and postage, 23.15 
Catalogues, 6.50 
Binding, 5.00 
é Directory, 2.00 
1879. 


Jan. 1st. Balance in hands-of librarian, 152.06  $367.33% 
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FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY ACCOUNT. 


1878. 

January 1. Cash on hand, $287.71 
24. One half net receipts from dog licenses, 762.21 
April 13. Annual appropriation, 3,000.00 
$4,049.92 

Bills approved January 26, , $127.03 

ik February 23, 35.63 

iS April 1, 862.17 

“f June 29, » 777.98 

“f July 30, 8.87 

se October 1, 819.82 
i; December 28, 770.98 38,402.48 
Balance unexpended January 1, $647.44 


TRUST FUND ACCOUNTS. 


an 1, 1878. Balances on hand: 





Sylvia Ann Howland fund, $10,722.02 
George Howland, Jr., * 293.17 
Charles W. Morgan, “ 156.74 
James B. Congdon, oy 21.25 
$11,193.18 

SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY FUND. 

1878. } : 

Jan. 1st.’ Unexpended balance of income, $10,722.02 
July 1st. Six months’ interest, 1,500.00 
Dec. 31st. zh i: 1,500.00 








$13,722.02 
Bills approved (for periodicals, books and binding) viz: 


January, $79.81 
February 23d, 504.12 
April 1st, . 296.24 
April 27th, . 274.31 
May.25th, 133.13 
June 29th, 201.39 
July 30th, 107.43 
October Ist, ; 478.72 
October 26th, 164.31 
November 30th, 92.01 
December 28th, 382.98 2,714.45 





$11,007.57 
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The detailed statement of expenditure from the income of this fund 
is as follows: 


Sylvander Hutchinson, — $415.96 
James M. Lawton, Jr., 408.72 
John Allyn, 333.86 
New England Subscription Agency, 187.66 
Scribner, Welford & Armstrong, 170.07 
Periodicals, 165.99 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 140.00 
David G. Francis, ‘ 138.83 
Edwin Dews, 127.73 
Charles L. Woodward, 89.38 
United States Patent Office, 50.00 
Little, Brown & Co., 46.90 
Robert Clark & Co., 45.30 
J. W. Bouton, 36.00 
National Subscription Agency, 29.25 
Collins & Allen, 28.93 
Houghton, Osgood & Co., 28.00 
G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 27.53 
Noyes, Snow & Co., 26.00 
Scribner & Welford, 22.25 
G. E. Littlefield, 17.75 
Universalist Publishing House, 16.63 
E. Steiger, m 14.88 
A. L. Luyster, 14.00 
J.B. Lippincott & Co., 10.63 
George W. Littlefield, 9.50 
~Massachusetts Historical Society, 9.00 
William B. Hammond, -9.00 
Carl Schoenhof, 8.60 
Mereury Publishing Company, 6.00 
Cambridge Entomological Club, ‘6.00 
Edmund Anthony & Sons, “6.00 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, 5.40 
William Howe, 5.36 
American Journal of Mathematics, 5.00 
Herbarium of Harvard University, 5.00 
F. B. Perkins, 5.00 
F. Leypoldt, 5.00 
Academy of Natural Sciences, 5.00 
D. Appleton & Co., 5.00 
Town of Sutton, 4.00 


Boston Society of Natural History., 3.50 


1879, 


F. 8. Drake & Co., 
Almy, Milne & Co., 
K. P. Raymond, 
William Cushing, 

S. E. Cassino, 
Schoenhof & Moeller, 
Oliver Ditson & Co., 
George Dimmock, 


1878. 
Jan. Ist. 


1878. 
Jan. Ist. 


1878. 
Jan. lst. 


1879. 


Jan. Ist. 
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3.50 
3.00 
3.00 
2.59 
2.50 
2.00 
2.00 
1.25 
° $2,714.45 
GEORGE HOWLAND JUNIOR FUND. 
Unexpended balance of income, $293.17 
One year’s interest, 96.00 
$389.17 
CHARLES W. MORGAN FUND. | 
Unexpended balance of income, $156.74 
Qne year’s interest, 60.00 
$216.74 
JAMES B. CONGDON FUND. 
Unexpended balance of income, 21.25 
Interest omitted in 1877 account, 6.17 
One year’s interest, -380.00 
$57.42 
OLIVER CROCKER FUND. 
Interest to date, 4.50 














Total unexpended balances in the control of the Board of Trustees: 


1879. 


Jan. Ist. Sylvia Ann Howland Free Public Library fund, 


$11,007.57 





George Howland Junior fund, 389.17 
Charles W. Morgan he 216.74 
James B. Congdon - he 57.42 
Oliver Crocker eh 4.50 

$11,675.40 


ABRAHAM H. HOWLAND, JR., 
Clerk of the Board of Trustees. 


FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY, Jan. 1, 1879. 


GIFTS,1878. 


: 


Volumes. Pamphlets 
American Antiquarian Society, Worcester,.........-- 
American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia,....... 2 
American Unitarian Association,...... ii. wiawlate Baath ale 3 
Apprentices Library, New York,..---.....-.seeeeees 
Bell, W.S.,---2seeseees cece es ccsenccceccnsereceiensae 
Bodley, Rachel L., Philadelphia,.......-.... ed ge dias 
BOSOM WILY Ol scans aos pisinlc o's cere ewe tee bis olete ee utente 1 
Boston Public Library,..... gers sii tse te ate eos cones eee 
Bradlee, Rev. C. D., Boston, 33 broadsides,.......... 
Brivee SSamuel.cis oo. peeet esse tee See enone eeteaee 1 
Brookline. Public Library, -.¢ree see. iro en ea See 
Brownell, T. Frank,........«+.. Ae AA WE pt Ae AN ahs 
Buckminster, Joseph, ......secesccsssoce A A OK a 2 
Butler, Hospital for the insane, \..-6. <¢eescese+ eee. =e 
@Ghicago Public Librarys ws ce Seiee suas aces oar ive leghe eles 6 
Childs, Geo. W., Philadelphia,...-........-.0---ee0s- 
Congdon, James. B., .--c.e sess ccyasccscccseccscreess 
Conner, William, s+ -viesin clea ys wot ae ree cee aieraeraniers 1 
Crapo, William W., .......... sein p gt Aiaiy aie td SIL eta 1 
Crunden, Frederick Mix sees twssgseeees a venceine yeas 1 
Dayton, Ohio, Public Library, ....+--..sseeeeeee eee 1 
De Costa, Rev. Benj. F., New York City,............ 1 
2 
2 


or or) me bo eH DS pn 


CO bo pe Ot 


Cu 


Denham; Howard jectee ss ee see ae ee ee Ps ub 

Dennison, Vise cneeiswen eerie. tin sss ossicles hea raat 

Dews, HOWias resent heieee- nasa ess0-e ee ren eee 44 
Dexter, Franklin B.,..--ssssscecsscccesecences Agcy: 2 
DimmMock, G.,ecceseseccsccscsccsceccvesvcasscseccas yi! 
Dunbar, George Hitiesiessctper evs + assith coon 120 
Durfey, Richard Wi eevee -uaaniese 4 4 obs ies ete ee 9 
Emery, Edwin,........- Reid SER ow oo 3's oe Rises ha 2 
Fall River, Committee on the Centennial. History of, u 
Fall River Public Library, cc. ..scevcce reds ovcews ewes i! 
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OPEV LIER Fe, wc ds to o's sc voters leiden clnigees 
Financial Reform Association, ...........eseseecceees 
Fletcher Free Public Library, Burlington, Vt.,....... 
IE S000 5G cela" 9; atalel else's! lane! ol ¥ v'ale) Gateietnlelelalalalerdie 
Friends’ Free Reading Room, Germantown, ........- 
ee pie og ay oats hein 19s) o}c cia WH chonerer la ele ereie'y oie 
SEU LL OY 4) VV LLLIATI (ID; jo olstese wrererarwleiale glerereretere sla ove 
PEMEMIGRGSLAVTATY ASSOCIATION; 0/4 40:00 00: ccc sconces 
server niversity, Cambridize,... ....o0ceiecweacieess 
SE MPIIOEALQUG LADTATY: «086 6 56s con's sueleieeteleien lesan 
MMMM SOOT OO, Alsi oe ve rkideidele cals eka wsiela eves «elas 
RNR gaol air eto) sein enalel'g. asia avo violas che leiyievargre @ aid 
SMM ELSIE Gl 0c) She oi oh oo. ve shn'e''s'n Me's ae 'e'ava'elelete'e’ee cieiwrera's 
Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore,................. 
Keene, Ebenezer 8., 14 newspapers. 

RN girls else's vies’ > 'e'e:0 o!clore b ‘elpreleleie'siets‘elers used é se 
NMEA OU 0 co 'oi egg co's ajs.0 0 ele gividis. o'e'aiviels elale uly cle 
Lancaster Library Committee, ...... cs ececcccccane 
SOCORRO MDG TADTATY,< .c0c ls liec ks gclvwconece esse 
PMR NSM cli) I'd ,'cre ola lele's e'e'e'e "e's s'vlste's'e'ela'e's oe veehs 
ne ORGS TGS SS a a 
Leslie, E. N., 2 MS. letters. 

Library Company, Philadelphia,.......00.0s.2cc cece 
MMPI DLOLY cos cn Va oe wate cco teseis tess 
PPP WOTC TIDIALY, «0.00 o eee cin see ne ance cncene 


Massachusetts Society for the prevention of cruelty to 

Faro cxs ss wtnacsiey vised afew s'6'e wl'slals 0d 6.6 vie vd <i’ 
CLES OLALE, OT ene is.0.0, osesanerqsensis.orasaigisisisieserejereiaiavers 
Ue IE (7, TH CLIX, 0 00% eietsrere cei saber cienencis ease tence 
Memorial Hall Library, Andover,..........-seeeeeeee 
Mercantile Library Association, New York City,..... 
Mercantile Library Association, San Francisco,....... 
Mercantile Library Company, Philadelphia, .........- 
IPI Diane aheSohcterrs ay vols dio oo aie 40 4 biedlbid walee 
EEE LY Oly ape ciee n ca ds sv sictooe auln sched ate's 
MIE CC LADTATY gece ss ss0cscecvecsccsscgences 
mreemuleon, VW. ‘I’. Providence, ......essesevcsccceeds 
Peabody Institute, Baltimore,........ pee adoccncscees 
Providence Athenzum,...... Pests ee te st at 
Putnam’s Sons, G.'P., ---- cee scececcees vesccecccece 
Queen, James W. & Co.,.......... Pee SACRE Cet et 
Quint, Rey. Alonzo H.,...-....ssecsesce REDE RE i ree 
a a ERE Ee 


= 


mt ob et DD 


jes 


bo bo be 
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Rice, Roswell, Cambridge, N. Y., 6 broadsides. 
Ricketson,: Daniel, -o,s's\-.s ses lo «pos ee outinsk eh ows jee 
Ricketson, John H:,.0s os scscle ees ee eene senate eon 
Roberts: Rev.iO. Aijuecos coeeesecur sees eee ee rene 
Rodman, Hdmund,s. <<< scsn. «See paseeee ater Cok oem 
Roteh; J Williams, seme ee sess sere eeeces ene eee Gs Veale 
St. Louis School Boards, .-.5) peesenee essen deen 
Spare, John,.s... ..vebeoweccosb eo rere peaer cena ereeee 
Springfield City Libranyy.<oscwsscccensewbianedemenins s 
Staples, Sui. wee sbaees PP RET TE gon) 
State Lunatic Hospital, Northampton, Mass.,......... 
Taber, \G@harlés & /Co.jve. scercacecrecaee eube rere 
Faber, Francis,...:....20.0¢ URE oay aa ae eee ee 
Taunton’ Public Library, -\«0+.sco0.0s,00 see be hie oa mame 
Thomson, John H.,........- iy ore eer rr ey rive 
Thomson, Peter Gii2)cjss.co,eek pee ee bad oo seen eee eee 
Totten, Mrs. Elizabeth, Military Maps. 

United States Bureau of Education,......... od dle ohaetee 
Bureau of Engineers, Military Maps. 
Geological Atlas, }<s oi) 5 docs sees es se 5 canna 
Department of the Interior,...+....00->ss0 sess 
Department of State, ....a. ssi. c00-s os eeenetaee 
Department of the 'Treasury,.......-.0.. ophecine 
Department of War, Military Maps. 

Batent: Of Ce isc. eveyelessievounjaicvehanatecnisisiecomtonie ie epee eae 
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia,....... hee 
Watertown Public Library,.......2-s..eccee0. Rete) ay : 
Whitney, D. R.jenecnes in vase cves ¢:0 os 0 0 Geiareis @ Mier chee 
Willey, Henrys <.ssescascwewssuueas bi vermin acto syle ts ecslee 
Wilmington Institute,....... a in stele e's lolp tha mia phone ab nate ‘ 
Winchester Home for Aged Women,.........2..+-0. 
Woburn, Town Of, «s=scmjahiats this ss See pee Lis) ceteris : 
Woodward, Charles: Lin nn crises sceh a pase ¢ sais binteicioiale 
Worcester Free Public Library,......... Seg Panera ne 
Wright, Rid fPniadelp pias. cs caesasinenasae ee eee at 
Young Men’s Association, Buffalo,........... Sansa 


.* # 
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